
The evolution of rock chip damage 
on an automotive windshield starts 
when rocks and debris hit the out-
side layer of the three-layer lami-
nated windshield. Since there are 
three layers that make up the 3/8" 
thick windshield, the outer layer of 
glass absorbs the energy of the rock 
hitting it by flexing inward. When 
the outer layer is flexed to the break-
ing point a scar will be produced 
from the impact in various shapes 
and sizes from a star with many little 
legs shooting in all directions to a 
target shaped bulls-eye.  

The grade of the glass when the 
windshield is manufactured can 
make a huge difference in the out-
come and the amount of damage left 
behind from the impact.  

Inexpensive windshields are just 
that, cheep, and in the long run, will 
cost more if your auto glass is hit 
and chipped again. Repairing origi-
nal factory windshield has the best 
results when the right products are 
used to fill the damaged glass.   

Many people wait too long to have a 
repair done because the factory 
glass has greater elasticity and 
strength to keep the chip from be-
coming an all out crack. But eventu-
ally that chip will become larger and 
may cause you to have to replace it.  

When we repair original windshields 
that came with the auto, we can stop 
the progression of damage so well 
that it is hardly noticeable.  

 

 

 

 

But when a less quality windshield is 
used to replace the original repairs 
thy have to be done almost the same 
day the damage occurs to save them 
from "cracking out". That is how a 
$150 windshield replacement just 
became a $300 capital ex-
pense. Ouch! 

Repair your original factory wind-
shield as soon as possible by a repu-
table repair service that stands by 
their work and can produce a great 
looking repair that will reduce the 
visible damage.  

Successful chip repairs will still leave 
a slight scarring on the glass where 
the impact point was, but will save the 
windshield's structure and keep the 
damage from spreading. Some chips 
will never continue to spread, but 
repairing the chip as soon as possible 
will help to restore the cosmetic ap-
pearance to your windshield and the 
value of your vehicle.   Bruce Altman 

Flying Horse Farms is a camp for chil-
dren with serious illnesses. They are a 
provisional member of the Association 
of Hole in the Wall Camps. They pro-
vide magical, transforming and fun 
camp experiences and serve 
many disease groups. In 2007, camp 
founders Jenni and David Belford, 
through their own experiences with 
Adventures for Wish Kids, were moved 
to build a permanent, year-round camp 
for children with serious illnesses. After 
a considerable amount of research to 
assess the need and other factors, the Belford's made the 
decision to join the Association of Hole in the Wall Camps. 
Read the founders' letter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The world's largest family of camps for children with serious 
medical conditions, the Association of Hole in the Wall 
Camps offers campers the chance to restore hope and re-
capture their childhood through therapeutic recreation, inten-
tional programming and year-round support to provides en-
couragement, motivation and confidence. 

Paul Newman began the first Hole in the Wall Camp in 
1988, in Ashford, Connecticut. Twenty years later, that sin-
gle camp has grown into a network of camps across the 
globe. Each camp is a place where children with serious 
illnesses can "kick back, relax, raise a little hell and just be 
kids." Visit their wonderful site at Flying Horse Farms. 



Try the following tests that Osteopaths often mention to see if you 
truly fit a vehicle:  
 
1. The Praying Test – The driver places both hands together, point-
ing forwards. If the steering wheel is not offset then the driver should 
be pointing straight at the centre of the wheel. The danger of having 
an offset wheel is that most drivers tend to rotate the middle of the 
spine to compensate for its position, producing long term back strain.  
 
2. The Fist Test – With the seat in the normal driving position make a 
fist with the left hand keeping the thumb to the side of the index finger. 
It should be possible to insert the fist on the crown of the head. If it is 
only just possible to insert the flat of the hand between the roof and 
the head then there is insufficient headroom. The danger of having too 
little headroom is that the driver may compensate for the lack of height 
by slouching in the seat which puts a strain on the spine and thighs.  
 
3. The Look Down Test – With both hands placed evenly on the 
steering wheel look down at the legs. It should be possible to see 
equal amounts of both legs between the arms. Frequently the left leg 
will be visible but the right leg will be obscured by the right arm which 
may indicate that the shoulder girdle is rotated to the left in relation to 
the pelvis.  
 
4. The Right Leg Test – This test should be performed after you have 
stopped having driven the car for a short while. Once again, look 
down and examine the position of the right leg. Is it elevated above 
the level of the left or has it fallen out towards the edge of the seat? Is 
the right foot roughly in line with the thigh as it should be, or has it had 
to come across towards the centre of the car?  
 
5. The Curb Height Test – Swing the right leg out of the car as 
though getting out, and place the right foot on the ground. Try and 
ensure the lower leg (shin and calf) is in a vertical position. Now look 
at the surface of the right thigh. It should be sloping down towards the 
knee. If it is sloping upwards (i.e. if the knee is higher than the hip) 
you will have difficulty when exiting this vehicle.  
 
If the car can pass these 5 simple tests there is a good chance that it 
is suitable for a particular driver.                                                             
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Bike Safety Reminders for Your Kids  

Summer is the time when we all love to pack up and go on long drives for picnics. We 
may go with our friends, family or even all by ourselves but we just cannot fight the 
urge to travel by car when the mercury rises. It helps to follow some special summer 
car care tips: 

Tires - You get to hear a lot about the importance of maintaining the tires properly. Bad 
quality tires can pull down the performance of the car. With the asphalt burning in the 
heat, the tires bear the brunt of the high temperatures, make sure your tires are in good 
condition. Apart of the quality of the tires, you have to make sure you do not over inflate 
or under inflate it. 

Cooling System - Your car can quickly turn into an oven if the cooling system is not 
working fine. You have to make sure that the engine as well as the occupants of the 
car is protected from the heat. This involves checking loose connections, proper circu-
lation of coolant and lubricating oil in the engine and the air conditioner.  

Until the end of May, here at Springboro Automotive , we are running a great spe-
cial for an AC check-up! Call today to set up an ap pointment and be assured that 
your air conditioner does not break down in the mid dle of the trip.  

Fluid Levels - Make sure all level of all fluids in the car have been checked and have 
been found to be the proper levels. This includes checking engine oil, radiator and 
transmission fluid and brake fluid.                                                              G. Jenkins 

Head injuries can be serious. Protect your head; wear a 
helmet!  

See and be seen -- wear proper clothes and reflectors. 

Use hand signals when turning. 

When riding bikes on the street, always go in the  same 
direction as car traffic. 

Ride slow in parking lots and watch for pedestrians, 
especially if they have packages or small children with 
them.  

Ride slow in parking lots and watch for pedestrians, 
especially if they have packages or small children with them.  

Before using your bicycle, make sure it is ready to 
ride.  

Carry books and other items in a bicycle carrier or 
backpack.   

Ride in a straight line, not in and out of cars.  Obey 
the rules of the road.  

Summer Reading Program Begins - 
Make a Splash! Read!  

The Franklin-Springboro Public Libraries 2010 Summer 
Reading Program begins June 1 and will end August 7. Anyone 
can sign up, from the littlest child to adults, there are prizes for 
everyone. Visit their great site to read more:  Make A SPLASH! 


