
black ice, so be sure to take the 
necessary safety precautions no 
matter what type of vehicle you 
are driving.  

Other precautions: Drive with 
your low beam headlights on 
even if it is daytime.  This will 
make your more visible to the 
other cars on the road. Make 
sure your tire tread is in good 
condition as part of your basic 
car maintenance routine.  

Worn tires will make it much 
more difficult for you to drive 
on black ice. Make sure there 
is plenty of traction between 
your tires and the road surface.  

Black ice is most commonly 
found on roads that run around 
bodies of water (such as lake 
and rivers), in tunnels and in 
shady or rural areas. Bridges 
and overpasses are also com-
mon spots for black ice to form. 
Use extra caution on bridges 
and overpasses, where the road 
surface freezes more quickly.  

Even if you have been cruising 
down the highway with no prob-
lem, an overpass or bridge can 
be unexpectedly icy. Be sure to 
wear your seatbelt.  

Winter driving is always unpre-
dictable so be prepared for the 
unexpected and keep yourself 
safe!                              V . Miller  

Black Ice 
Winter driving conditions can be 
tricky for even the most experi-
enced drivers. While a snow-
covered road can be an obvious 
driving hazard, a road that just 
looks wet can also be deceiv-
ingly slippery. Black ice is a 
dangerous wintertime hazard 
because the icy road may not 
always be visible to the 
driver. Indeed, melted snow or 
ice that refreezes may still look 
deceivingly like a dry road. And 
temperatures don't have to be 
below freezing for black ice to 
develop.  

Black ice can occur if tempera-
tures are near the freezing mark
--or even a few degrees above 
it. While a shiny road surface 
indicates an obviously wet or icy 
road, a road covered with black 
ice will look a little different. 
Keep an eye out for pavement 
that is slightly darker and a little 
duller looking than the rest of 
the road surface-- this may 
indicate that black ice is pre-
sent. Because black ice is so 
tricky to detect, a driver may not 
realize there is an icy road sur-
face until his car begins to slide.  

Here are some tips on how to 
drive on black ice: As soon as 
your car begins to slide on 
black ice, take your foot off 
the gas pedal. In fact, the last 
thing you want to do is give your 
car more gas. It is very impor-
tant to slow down when you are 
driving on black ice or in any 
other winter road conditions.  

Don't slam the brakes. While it 
may be a natural instinct to slam 

on your brakes, this will only 
cause your car to lose control 
and slide even more. Tap the 
brake pedal lightly instead of 
pushing down hard on it.  

Look for trouble spots ahead.  
If you have an idea that there 
may be black ice ahead (if you 
see cars ahead of you sliding, 
for example), downshift to a 
lower gear before you come 
onto the black ice. The lower 
gear will force you to drive more 
slowly and it will give you better 
control of your car. If your car 
does begin to skid on the ice, 
turn the wheel in the direction of 
the skid. This should help to 
steer your car back on the right 
track.  

Leave plenty of space be-
tween your car and the other 
cars on the road. When driving 
on black ice road conditions, 
stay well behind the car in front 
of you (at least a couple of hun-
dred feet)--this is definitely not 
the time to tailgate. Even if you 
feel confident that you know 
how to drive safely on black ice, 
that doesn't mean the driver in 
front of you does.  

Be prepared in case other 
cars start to slide. Don't think 
you're invincible just because 
you drive a truck or a big sports 
utility vehicle. While 4-wheel 
drive vehicles are great for driv-
ing in heavy snow, you're on 
your own when it comes to 
driving on black ice. In fact, 4-
wheel drive vehicles have no 
advantage over regular cars 
when it comes to driving on 
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Bet You Didn’t Know 

· The spot on 7-Up comes 
from its inventor who had 
red eyes, he was albino. 

· M&Ms are named after 
candy maker Frank Mars 
and his business associ-
ate Bruce Murrie. 

· If you drop a tiny bit of 
alcohol on a scorpion it 
will go mad and sting 
itself to death. 

· 315 entries in the 1996 
edition of Webster’s dic-
tionary were misspelled. 

· The distance between an 
alligators eyes in inches 
is directly proportional to 
it’s length in feet. 

· It took Leonardo da Vinci 
10 years to paint Mona 
Lisa lips. 
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Winter Air Pressure 
 You Can't Just Set It…  
        And Then Forget It! 
 
Tires don't really carry the weight of 
your vehicle...the air pressure inside 
them does. And maintaining the correct 
air pressure is a requirement for good 
handling, traction and durability. The tire 
pressure recommended in your vehi-
cle's owner's manual or on the tire infor-
mation placard is a "cold" pressure, so it 
should be checked in the morning be-
fore you drive more than a few miles. 

The fall and early winter months are the 
most critical times to check your tire's 
inflation pressures because air is a gas 
which contracts as the days get shorter 
and the temperatures get colder. 

For every 10 degree Fahrenheit change 
in outside temperature, your tire's infla-
tion pressure will change by about 1 psi 
(up with higher and down with lower 
temperatures) 

In most parts of the country the typical 
difference between average summer 
and winter temperatures is about -50 
degree F. That difference results in a 
loss of about 5 psi, which will sacrifice 
tire performance and tread wear! 

If you are fortunate enough to park in an 
attached or heated garage you will also 
"lose" pressure when you leave its 
warmth and venture into the real world 
outside. So add 1 psi of "cold" tire pres-
sure to compensate for each 10 degree 
temperature difference. 

And finally, 
don't forget to 

keep your valve 
caps on. If left 

off, moisture 
can freeze in 
the valve and 

allow the air to 
escape. 

   Tiretrac Tech 

Call Bob to hear about the Tire Deals  

from Springboro Automotive! 

Call Springboro Automotive and have a certified technician make certain your 
care is adequately winterized for your winter road trip. This includes several points 
such as a battery check to make sure it is fully charged and the terminals are clean, 
antifreeze and washer level check, wiper blade check, tire pressure check, lights, 
heater and defroster check and brake check if you haven’t had one in six months. 

Do not travel if tired or sleepy. This can cause poor reflexes and poor concentration. 
Travel with a partner and try to take turns driving to minimize fatigue.  

Pack a winter safety kit for your car. Basic items include blankets, extra cell phone 
battery, extra set of clothes for each person going on the trip, first aid kit, flashlights, 
ice scraper, matches, flares for the road, non-perishable food (crackers, granola 
bars with fruits and nuts, juice, tuna, water), portable radio, road salt, 
small broom for gentle snow removal, spare tires, and tire chains. 

Inform your family/close friends of travel arrangements including the travel 
route, destination, and estimated travel times. 

Keep the radio turned low to hear such alerts as emergency vehicles and 
snow removal utility trucks.  

Snowplows need extra room. Such equipment is heavy and the operator needs 
space to maintain proper control, be aware the operator's field of vision, it may be 
restricted.  If you find yourself behind one , stay back and allow space! 

Maintain visibility by keeping your headlights and taillights clean. 

Remain on primary/main roads as side roads may be blocked with heavy snow.  

Stay within the speed limit and determine the best safe speed based on weather 
conditions. 

If you find yourself stranded, stay in your car, tie a bright cloth around the antenna, 
if you have a signal cell for help, make sure everyone is well-covered to keep warm, 
keep positive thoughts and don’t panic but watch for signs of medical problems 
such as dizziness, breathing problems, and headaches. These signs can be carbon 
monoxide poisoning. Check the tailpipe to make certain it is clear of blockage.  

Study a map to make adjustments for possible road blocks and alternate travel. 

If possible, travel primarily in the daylight since roads can be trickier during the  
night as temperatures fall. 
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Wipers available for most cars. Blades up to 20 inches. Purchase price 
must be amount before taxes and labor charges. Some vehicles require 
special wipers and attachments which will cost extra. Customer must 
mention the Website Ad to receive this offer. Wipers are for the same 
vehicle serviced. Offer ends January 31, 2009 May not be combined 
with other offers. 


